
are proud to join forces in creating:

and

living
great lake

Lake Norman, NC

Welcome to  
the Good Life!

An official publication

produced by

2012-13

GLL Spring 12 Cover.indd   1 4/23/12   3:40 PM

living
great lake

Lake Norman, NC

Welcome to  
the Good Life!

An official publication

produced by

2012-13

GLL Spring 12 Cover.indd   1 4/23/12   3:40 PM

There’s only one 
official  

Lake Norman 
Newcomers’  
Guide and

this is

it!
Through breathtaking photography, informative content, 

and creative design, CURRENTS magazine will produce 
Great Lake Living; A guide to the good life at Lake 
Norman. The only Lake Norman newcomers’ guide 
endorsed and supported by the Lake Norman Chamber 
of Commerce, this publication will promote the benefits of 
living at Lake Norman, as well as provide your business the 
unique opportunity to reach thousands of newcomers who 
need to know about your products and services.

Your ad in this exclusive glossy magazine will not 

only be seen by 30,000+ readers but by thousands 
who view the online version. This unique Web site will 
provide viewers the option of searching for various topics 
throughout the publication, as well as emailing points 
of interest to friends and relatives who may also be 
interested in all that the Lake Norman area has to offer. 
As an added value, just one click on your ad inside 
our online magazine will immediately link viewers 
straight to your Web site! You won’t find that option 
anywhere else, and we offer it at no additional charge!
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where to shop

 Talk to any old-school lake resident and 
they’ll tell you about the days when the Lake 
Norman area only had one grocery store. If 
they wanted an item of clothing, aside from 
a life jacket, a trip to Charlotte was in order. 
Never could anyone imagine that one day, 
you’d be able to buy designer jeans by True 
Religion and dresses by Diane von Furstenberg 
without heading to The Queen City. But as the 
population of the Lake Norman area has grown, 
so has its shopping choices. It doesn’t matter 
if you’re a fashionista or a home design diva, 
there’s a shop to fit your style here. 

Let’s begin at Exit 18, where you’ll find 
Northlake Mall, filled with every chain 

Shop 
Around
Lake Norman has 
everything you need
WRITTEN BY LORI K. TATE
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you could want, 
from Macy’s to 
Anthropologie to 
Ann Taylor to Belk. 
Surrounding the 
mall is a selection of 
big boxes, including 
one of Mecklenburg 
County’s two REIs. If you can’t find what 
you need at this exit, you might want to 
rethink what you need. 

Exit 25 brings you to Huntersville, where 
you’ll find Lowe’s, Target and Kohl’s, 
along with Birkdale Village, a mixed-
use shopping center that serves as the 
unofficial town square. With a nice mix 
of fun shops and chains (think Banana 
Republic, Gap and Talbots), Birkdale offers 
a pleasant shopping experience even for 
those who don’t enjoy shopping. Stop by 
on Friday or Saturday evenings during the 
summer for the Mingling on the Green 
Concert Series, where you can enjoy a 

variety of live music at 
the center fountain. 

Three miles north 
at Exit 28 is Cornelius, 
which is peppered 
with quaint shops up 
and down Catawba 

Avenue. Its downtown 
district, which is certain 

to grow once Antiquity, a smart-growth 
community adjoining downtown Cornelius 
and Davidson Elementary School comes 
to realization in the near future, only adds 
to the town’s charm. Also in the mix are 
home interior shops that offer one-of-a-
kind accessories to make your nest 
even cozier. 

Davidson, Exit 30, offers a Norman 
Rockwell take on downtown shopping, 
complete with a bookstore and a Ben & 
Jerry’s. Be sure to stop by ’Cats on Main 
for all of your Davidson College gear. After 
all, it’s always a great day to be a Wildcat. 

Downtown Mooresville (Exits 33 and 
36) also offers an old-fashioned shopping 
experience with a true hardware store 
and other cozy galleries and shops. 
There’s even a bakery, where you can take 
care of your sweet tooth fix after a day of 
retail therapy. 

West of I-77 in Mooresville, you’ll find 
any big box store you need, including Best 
Buy, Michael’s, Super Target and Staples.

Throughout the Lake Norman area there 
are plenty of mom and pop shops eager to 
please with personalized customer service 
and an inventory of specialized items. 
During the past year various campaigns 
have encouraged residents to shop local 
whenever possible. So the next time you 
find yourself looking for that perfect gift 
or pick-me-up, remember to shop local. ●

Lori K. Tate loves to shop 
and lives in Cornelius. She is the 

editor of Currents magazine. 

va

Cornelius Lake Norman

AFFILIATIONSAA
Lake Norman Chamber, Board of Director

 Ada Jenkins Center
Lake Norman Kiwanis Club, Board of Director

United Way of the Carolinas, Campaign Cabinet
Habitat for Humanity
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159 Gateway Boulevard
Mooresville, NC 28117

704.663.6468www.charlottemooresville.hgi.com
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  College preparatory, the arts, STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math), 
Montessori and faith-based focused are 
among the many features in the lake area. 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools system 
currently offers two high schools in the 
area — Hopewell High School and North 
Mecklenburg High School. A third — William 
A. Hough High School in Cornelius — is 
scheduled to open in the 2010-2011 school 
year. North Mecklenburg High School in 
Huntersville is noted for its International 
Baccalaureate program, while Hopewell High 
School in Huntersville offers an Academy of 

education

Get 
Schooled
Lake Norman off ers a 
variety of education options
WRITTEN BY LYNN ROBERSON
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Engineering. Both also offer 
Advanced Placement courses. 

CMS has organized its 
schools into geographic areas 
called learning communities, 
and the Lake Norman area is 
part of the North Learning 
Community. Elementary and 
middle schools feed into the 
high schools, and generally 
serve specified geographic 
areas. Davidson IB Middle 
School on South Street in 
Davidson is a popular magnet 
school that draws students 
in sixth through eighth 
grades using a lottery system. 
Information on CMS can be 
found at www.cms.k12.nc.us.

Other public options
For other public options, families can 

consider charter schools, for which tax 
dollars provide much of the funding. 
These schools are required to have no 
discrimination, no religious associations 
and no tuition. If charter schools have 
more applicants than available slots, 
they must use open lotteries to fill 
remaining spots.

■ Community School of Davidson is 
a public charter school. In 2009-2010, 
the school served students in grades 
K through 8, with plans to add ninth 
grade in 2010-2011 and expand one 
grade level each year. 
● www.csdnc.org
● 704.896.6262
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1. If you live 
on the eastern 
shore of Lake 
Norman your life 
is dictated by the 
exits of I-77, so 
it’s important to know them. Exits 23 
and 25 take care of Huntersville. Exit 
28 is all about Cornelius. Exit 30 is 
Davidson, while Exits 31, 33 and 36 
service Mooresville. And finally, Exit 
42 lands you in Troutman. 

2. Be sure to drink an 
Orangeade at The Soda Shop in 
downtown Davidson. 

3. On a sunny 
afternoon, there’s nothing 
more fun than walking the 
three-quarter-mile nature 

trail at Carolina Raptor 
Center in Huntersville. Be sure 

to say “hello” to Omar the 
Barred Owl.

4. If you don’t own a boat, 
become friends with 
someone who does 
so you can catch the 
sunset on the water. 
It’s priceless. 

5. Take a candlelight tour (many 
are offered throughout the year) at 
Latta Plantation in Huntersville. 

6. Sign up for a 
boating safety course 
through the Lake 
Norman Power 
Squadron or the 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.

7. Walk your dog 
in Jetton Park 
in Cornelius. 

8. Know your mayors: 
Huntersville — Jill Swain, 
Cornelius — Jeff Tarte, 
Davidson — John Woods and 
Mooresville — Chris Montgomery.

9. Have an “Oh my cod” sandwich 
at The Landing and pretend it’s 1965.

10. Watch the carp fight 
the ducks and geese for food 

at the 
Midtown 
Sundries 
pier.

11. Slip across the 
Cabarrus County line (it’s 

not far) on a Sunday 
evening for rodeo night 
at Stegall’s Arena.

12. Watch the 
blue herons nest at 

sunset on their 
protected island 

between D4 and D6.

25 things to know or do

Even if you’re 
new to the area,
you can live like a native
WRITTEN BY LORI K. TATE
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13. 
Take a stroll 
through the 
Downtown Mooresville Cruise-In the 
first Saturday of the month from 
March through 
November to see 
some of the finest 
cars around. 

14. Enjoy the 
music, rides and 
food of the Denver 
Days Fall Festival in 
late September. 

15. Spend 
a day with your 
favorite little person 
at Lazy 5 Ranch.  

16. Browse the Davidson 
Farmer’s Market for all sorts of 
natural treats. 

17. Play Huck Finn, hop on a 
small boat or PWC and head north 
all the way to Lookout Shoals Lake. 
Watch out for rocks — bonus points 
to the first person who spots a cow.

18. Visit the 
Duke Energy Explorium, 

where you can take a 
virtual tour of the 
McGuire Nuclear 
Station and walk a 
mile-long nature trail 
along the shore of 
Lake Norman. 

19. 
Be one of 
the first to 
explore Discovery 
Place Kids when it 
opens in Huntersville 
during the fall 
of 2010.  

20. Kick off the spring 
in May with Davidson Town Day 
— dogs are welcome. 

21. Run a local 5K. 

22. Eat a serving of 
peach kuchen at Lupie’s Café in 
Huntersville. It won’t be your last. 

23. Cheer on the North 
Mecklenburg Christmas Parade.

24. For men 
who like their hair 
short and sweet, 
stop in Potts Barber 
shop in Cornelius for a haircut. 

25. Tour the NASCAR 
shops in Mooresville.

25 things to know or do in Lake Norman
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towns of Lake Norman   Huntersville

Moving to Huntersville is one of the better 
decisions that my family and I ever made. 
We’ve lived other places around the state, 
and don’t get me wrong — North Carolina in 
general is a great place to be. Yet, Huntersville 
is definitely something special. 

If you want the sights and sounds of a 
big city, Charlotte is just down the road. 
We travel there often to take advantage of 
the museums and sporting events. But the 
realization that we can escape the crowds 
and head back to our idyllic little town is a 
good feeling. And what we have right here in 
Huntersville, no large metropolis can offer — 
the slow pace of life, the friendly residents, 
the rolling pastoral countryside, and the 
natural magnificence of our lake.

When it’s time to shop, most any market or 
boutique desired is typically just a few blocks 
away. When it’s time to play, Huntersville 

Large 
Offerings 
in a Small 
Town
Huntersville has something for everyone
WRITTEN BY TRENT PITTS
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has greenways, parks, golf (even Frisbee 
golf) and again, that lake with 520 
miles of shoreline that offers plenty of 
opportunities for paddling, sailing and 
waterskiing. Our restaurant scene has 
come into its own — we have great dining 
featuring most every cuisine imaginable. 
Some of my very favorite eateries can be 
found here. 

Logistically, it does not get any better — 
I-77 runs right down the middle of town, 
with I-85 and I-485 near at hand, making 
it incredibly easy to travel. The Blue Ridge 
Mountains are only an hour and a half 
away from Huntersville, and the North 

Carolina and South Carolina beaches are 
around four hours away. At any rate, we 
don’t travel very often — we are quite 
content, as there is plenty to do right 
where we are. ●

Trent Pitts, a native North Carolinian, 
has been photographing and writing 

about the people and places of the Lake 
Norman area for several years.

Huntersville Huntersville is defi nitely something special.
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Huntersville by the numbers 
Money magazine named Huntersville one of 
the “Top 100 Best Places to Live” in 2005.

Year incorporated: 1873

Population: 38,796

Median household income: 
$71,932 (1999 dollars)

Median house value: $182,800

Sources: www.huntersville.org, 
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/
states/37/3733120.html

Contact:
Town of Huntersville
704.875.6541
www.huntersville.org
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Where to shopping, Culture, Faith, Health Care, Things to do, Business, Where to eat, Sports, Golf, Education, Links to the community, Town spotlights and much more!



Great Rates for  
Great lake living!
Placements
Back Cover . . . . . $2100 
Inside Front . . . . . $1850
Page 3 . . . . . . . . $1850
Pages 4-7 . . . . . . $1700

Ad Sizes
Full page . . . . . . . $1500 . . . .7.5 x 9.875
Full Page Bleed . . $1500 . .9.25 x 11.125 
Half page  
  (horizontal only)  . . . $975 . . . . . .7.5 x 4.84
Quarter page. . . . $675 . . . . .3.65 x 4.84
Business Card  . . $300 . . . . .3.65 x 2.32
Add 15% charge for guaranteed placement after page 7.  

Lake Norman CURRENTS contract 
advertisers will receive their appropriate 
contract discount off their ad in  
Great Lake Living!

Great Distribution!
Great Lake Living will be the only 
newcomer’s guide distributed 
by the lake Norman chamber 
of commerce and will be available 
at the chamber office or mailed by the 
Chamber to prospective new residents 
and businesses throughout the country.

In addition, Great Lake Living will be 
available at Visit Lake Norman (visitor’s 
center), Lake Norman area hotels and real 
estate offices, local restaurants, gift shops 
and North Carolina Welcome centers. 
Copies will also be provided to corporate 
offices in our area such as Lowe’s, 
Rubbermaid, and Ingersol-Rand. 

15,000 copies will be published annually.
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The Lake Norman 
Chamber’s  
official  

newcomer’s guide!
Great lake living 

will publish April 1, 2013
advertising deadline

March 1, 2013

704-749-8788 
or call your sales 

representative today.


